Bishop Cletus Chandrasiri Perera 0.S.B;

Bishop's House,

Bishop of Ratnapura’ Madola,
Avissawella 10700,
P SRI LANKA.
B THROUGH THE CROSS
TO THE LIGHT Tel : 036 - 2232368

Dir_ect : 036 - 2232370
Fax :036 - 2232369

E-mail : bisratnapura@gmail.com

5" November 2014. CL/PRES/RN/69

Dear Rev Fathers and Sisters,

God’s Blessings and Fraternal Greetings

HE CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS OF THE DIOCESE OF RATNAPURA

T0T
= UF THE DIOCESE OF RATNAPURA

May | gently remind the Rev Fathers about their ANNUAL RETREAT which will be held from
November 17 to 22 this year at Bulutota. The Rev Fathers are kindly requested to arrive at
Bulutota for lunch on Monday the 17" November so that we may begin the Retreat on the
same afternoon. | would kindly request the participant priests to bring along with them their
Breviaries and Bibles._Please make sure that you arrive on time and remain till the whole
Retreat is over. Rev Fr Dilan Fernando SSS has kindly agreed to facilitate the Retreat for us. No
priest is dispensed from the Retreat except for very valid, compelling and serious reasons which
have to be discussed with me personally in advance and get themselves excused.

St Charles Borromeo, a Diocesan priest who was appointed Cardinal Archbishop f Milan, gives
us an exhortation which is relevant both to priests and religious. He says “Is your task the care
of souls? Then do not neglect your own. Do not spend yourself so completely on others that you
have no time for yourself. Of course you have to look after the flock, entrusted to you, but not

to the extent that you forget your own soul.” In my opinion, this is what a Retreat is meant to
be.

The Christmas Get-Together of the Religious Sisters will take place at 10.00 a.m. on Monday the
15" December this year at the Bishop’s House and that of the Priests, both Diocesan and
Religious, will take place on Tuesday the 16" December evening at Bulutota. The organizers are
Rev Frs Nicholas Gabriel, Anscar Wijeratne SSS, Ayal Fernando, Nishantha Fernando. Rev Sisters
Edel Peiris (Charity) and Yvonne Fernando (Holy Angels) are appointed to help the four priests in
organizing the Get-Together of the Rev Sisters on the 15the December. All other priests also are
welcome to it if they wish to.be present.

Rev.Fr. Anushka Nishan Fernando
Secretary to the Bishop of Ratna;
(Diocese of Ratnapura)
Madola,
Avissawella.




4 THE YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE will be annqunced,‘ bY the Holy Father Pope Francis thrs year. 1
have appointed a committee to be: responsrble forc
with ‘it, with Very Rev Fr Sergius. Fernando,,Eprscopal Vicar, for Religious as its Head and
Convener. The other members are Rev Frs Roshan Tis ssera TOR, Allan Nirmalathas CR and all the
Superiors of the communities of the Rehglous Srste '
Life is expected to be celebrated once agam Wl phasrs on the sanctity of the Chrlstran
Family as a nursery for vocations to Relrglous ere and Pnesthood

Sl

The participants from.our Diocese in: the INTERRELICilpUS AND ECUMENICAL PAPAL- AUDIENCE
AT THE BMICH have to be 50 to 60. We want;to se,nql '50:Buddhist Monks and 10 members of

other non-catholic religions. The police. have grven ‘us 2 list with the names of about 25 Buddhist’

Monks and others, which are much less than the: requrred number. Hence | kindly request ‘our

Priests and assistant Priests to meet the promment Buddhrst Monks in their respectlve parish -

areas and send their names and addresses to Rev Fr. Amlla Fernando, Diocesan Coordlnator of IR
& E Activities before the 20"‘ of ‘November 2014.. We have to know how many are- partlcrpatmg

_from each Diocese, and mvrtatlons have to prmted The transport for them will be provrded by -

the Ministry of Buddhasasana and Relrglous Affalrs The partrcrpants have to arrive at BMICH at
4,00 p.m. on the 13" January 2015 for this. functron Grlan Pasa/ evening tea will be served at
4.15 p.m. onwards. In order to avoid dupllcatrons, I am sendmg you the copies of the lrst whrch
was given to us by the police.

Very Fr Damian Fernando Diocesan, Diocesan .Cdordjnator for the Family Apostolate and his
Family Apostolate Committee have organized a Spetial Prayer Service to be conducted by the
family members in their own homes during the Holy Season of Advent . This will enrich their
family life and will be an effective preparatron for. Chnstmas on family level: The. parlsh priests
are kindly requested to urge their parish. families: to conduct these services in their homes
without fail. The format of the service.will be provrded by the committee.

Let me wish you all a very fruitful Season of Advent and a Grace-ﬁlled and Christ-filled Christmas
2014 which will bring abundant Blessings to you all for the New Year 2015 May God bless you.

Yours fraternally

+Cletus C. Perera OSB
Bishop of Ratnapura

rganlzlng whatever activities, connected :

he Diocese. The Year of Consecrated
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